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Alderman, Clifford Lindsey. The Devil's Shadow; The Story of Witchcraft in
Massachusetts. Messner, 1967. 190p. illus. $3.95.
An account of the witch hunt in Salem, competently written save for
Ad a rather large amount of invented dialogue. The book does not give as
7-10 sympathetic a picture of Tituba as does Ann Petry's version; it agrees
with Starkey's The Devil in Massachusetts which, in the chapter entitled
"Tituba," portrays her as quite crafty in confession. A list of suggested
readings and an index are appended.
Anrooy, Frans van. The Bird Tree; illus. by Jaap Tol. Harcourt, 1967. 29p.
$3.50.
A Christmas picture book from Holland, with a slight and gentle theme
M and truly lovely illustrations. Little Mark went to visit his grandmother,
4-6 who lived in the country and loved animals. When she bought a Christmas
yrs. tree, it stood bare until the friendly birds settled on the branches. Mark
brought friends home to see the tree, and the birds stayed only when
children were friendly; when boys who had stolen eggs and thrown stones
came, the birds flew away. Grandma talked to all the boys, and those who
had been unkind to the birds "made up their minds to behave better in the
future. And the birds knew and came flying back. .. ." Not very convinc-
ing, but the illustrations have appeal and the story a valid message. The
pictures of the tree, branches laden with bright birds, are most attrac-
tive if unrealistic; were the story either realistic or fanciful or allegori-
cal it would gain cohesion.
Asimov, Isaac. The Moon; illus. by Alex Ebel. Follett, 1967. 30p. Trade ed. $1;
Library ed. $1.89 net.
A simply written continuous text, a bit repetitive but clear and accu-
Ad rate; the illustrations are of variable usefulness. The author discusses
3-5 the origin of the moon, its atmosphere and orbit, gravitational pull and
earth's tides, phases of the moon as seen from earth, eclipses of the sun
and moon, and the moon's surface. There is no index or table of contents;
the text is not very full, but it serves nicely as an introduction to the topic
for middle grades readers or for slow older readers.
Babbitt, Natalie. Dick Foote and the Shark; story and pictures by Natalie Babbitt.
Farrar, 1967. 26p. $3.50.
A bouncy, silly, engaging story-poem with internal rhymes, sustained
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R metric quality, and the perennial appeal of a tall, tall tale. A reluctant
4-6 sailor, to the disappointment of his fisherman father, young Dick Foote
was finally beguiled into a boat. Since young Dick was a poet, his reac-
tion to the whale that terrified his father was to spout poetry. (The illus-
trations, nautical and deft, show the romantic youth of 1873, hand to heart
and standing ". .. like a god, ankle-deep in dead cod.") Baffled by this
reaction, the shark paused in open-jawed stupefaction, enabling the father
and son to escape and the latter to become-for the first time-appreci-
ated by the former.
Baker, Laura Nelson. O Children of the Wind and Pines; illus. by Inez Storer.
Lippincott, 1967. 62p. $2.95.
Over three hundred years ago, a Jesuit priest wrote a Christmas
R carol for some children of the Huron tribe; based on that fact, Mrs.
4-6 Baker tells-with a commendable lack of sentimentality-the story of
Jesus Ahatonia, the carol that was first heard by the fictional Atatase.
Eight years old and motherless, Atatase knows that she has an ugly
voice, so she decides to steal some of the magic of the Black Robes:
the picture of the Mary-Mother. Frightened, she hides the picture and,
when her father becomes ill, prays to the tribal spirit. Her father dies,
and it is only after Atatase has been going to Father de Brebeuf's class-
es that she becomes confident enough to sing in public. No miracle, no
drama, just the story of a shy and lonely child who responds to affection
and security.
Bauer, E. Charles. Institutions are People; A Documentary of Life in a State
School for the Mentally Retarded. Day, 1966. 156p. $4.50.
Although intendea for adult readers, this is a book informative and
Ad sympathetic enough to interest many young people. Written by the Cath-
7- olic Chaplain of a state school for the mentally retarded, the book is
weakened by emphasis on personal reaction and attitude, by a pervasion
of journalese, and by a modicum of repetition; nevertheless, it gives the
reader a very good idea of the complexities and obstacles encountered
by those who work with the mentally retarded. It also makes clear the
facts that the patients in such an institution are individuals who can be-
come friends and that more such institutions are needed.
Beresford, Elisabeth. The Hidden Mill; illus. by Margery Gill. Meredith, 1967.
122p. $3.95.
A story set in a rundown neighborhood of southwest London into which
Ad the Gittings family has just moved; Ginger is hoping that something ex-
4-5 citing will turn up, while his placid younger sister, Rosie, trots obedient-
ly after him with the youngest Gittings, amiably being bumped about in
his carriage. They fall in with a small boy from the West Indies, Sherbet
Dab, make a friend of an elderly and rather crusty old gentleman and es-
tablish themselves happily in an abandoned mill-a perfect play place.
The children help a neighbor who has had an accident, and through this
encounter there materializes a good job for Mr. Gittings. There seems
to be little relationship between the main plot and many of the incidents,
but the incidents are themselves amusing, and there is color in the set-
ting and the dialogue. Old Mr. Angel and small Sherbet Dab seem irrele-
vant if enjoyable characters, but there are some touches of light comedy,
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natural dialogue, and a realistic milieu to enliven the story.
Bradbury, Bianca. The Blue Year. Washburn, 1967. 165p. $3.75.
Joan's senior high school year was colored by her parents' divorce;
Ad she enjoyed her friends and the school social activities, enjoyed her
7-10 first summer job and the prospect of college, but she kept hoping that
Mother and Dad would patch things up. She was furious when her father
announced that he was going to remarry, although she had been able to
see her mother's faults in a year of martyred isolation. At the close of
the story, Joan has made an effort to accept her stepmother and an ef-
fort to declare her independence from her mother. The acid portrait of
the mother is the best thing in the book, in which various reactions to
the divorce are explored, including that of Joan's boy friend; Bart shocks
her by saying that it was a relief to him when his own parents were di-
vorced because they quarreled constantly. Although Joan takes a summer
job, she does so chiefly to get away from her mother; everybody in the
story is in quite comfortable financial circumstances, and this upper
middle class setting has a slight tinge of the formula junior novel.
Brooks, Polly Schoyer. The World of Walls; The Middle Ages in Western Eu-
rope; by Polly Schoyer Brooks and Nancy Zinsser Walworth. Lippincott,
1966. 256p. illus. $6.95.
A broad picture of the Middle Ages is given through a series of biog-
R raphies in three sections: the early, middle, and late middle ages; each
6-10 section begins with some background material. The subjects are Gregory
the Great, Charlemagne, William the Conqueror, Eleanor of Acquitaine,
Richard the Lion Heart, St. Francis, Simon de Montfort, and Chaucer.
The authors have carefully selected material that illustrates and exem-
plifies the feudal system, royal intrigue, the common man's role, the
role of the church, and the invasion and plunder that typified the times.
The writing is serious in tone, balanced in treatment, and objective in
attitude. An excellent bibliography and an index are appended.
Carigiet, Alois. The Pear Tree, The Birch Tree and The Barberry Bush. Walck,
1967. 31p. illus. $5.
An oversize picture book from the Swiss winner of the 1966 Hans
Ad Christian Andersen award. The illustrations have a breezy vitality,
K-2 bright color, and a rather engaging, blithe treatment of the human frame.
The story is not strong: A family's home is sheltered by a large pear
tree and a birch tree; in one live some crows who rob a chaffinches' nest,
in the other a pair of magpies who steal a favorite possession. In the bar-
berry bush lives a hedge sparrow, protected by the thorns of the barberry
from would-be predators; her fledglings grow up safely and fly away for
the winter.
Caswell, Helen Rayburn. A New Song for Christmas; written and illus. by Helen
Rayburn Caswell. Van Nostrand, 1966. 95p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library
ed. $3.37 net.
Set in Oregon in 1910, the story of a girl of ten whose anticipation of
Ad Christmas joy is dimmed by the arrival of a snobbish aunt and her tender
4-5 little daughter. Esther is a tomboy, and she finds Cousin May Belle's
mincing ways irritating; she becomes genuinely distressed, however,
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when her aunt and cousin show prejudice against a Polish family living
nearby. The thawing of the visitors is fairly sudden, precipitated by a
flood that brings the Kilinskis into Esther's home; the dangers to which
she has been exposed makes Aunt Isobel realize that all men are broth-
ers; it also makes her realize how much she really misses the husband
she had left in anger. The story line is somewhat patterned, as are some
of the characters, but the characters and relationships are believable
and the setting and period details are appealing; the black and white il-
lustrations are most effective, having a virility and a dramatic quality
reminiscent of Leonard Fisher's work but being more graceful.
Cavanna, Betty. Ali of Egypt; photographs by George Russell Harrison. Watts,
1966. 68p. (Around the World Today Books) Trade ed. $3.95; Library
ed. $2.96 net.
Another book in the author's series of photographs-and-fictionalized-
Ad framework portraits of life in a foreign land. Ali is nine, and he lives in
3-6 Aswan; the text describes his home and family (he is a real boy; the fic-
tional aspects are in contrived episodes) and, via conversations, gives
some background of historical interest. In this volume, there is a con-
siderable amount of information about ancient Egypt and about the As-
wan dam project; there are many interesting photographs, some of them
badly placed; there is very little material about political problems or
about Egypt's relations with neighboring countries. The focus is on an-
cient history, the dam and its effect on Egypt, and on small cultural de-
tails like food and clothing.
Clarke, Clorinda. The American Revolution 1775-83; A British View; contempo-
rary drawings and engravings illus. by H. Toothill and H. S. Whithorne.
McGraw-Hill, 1967. 64p. $3.50.
First published in England in 1964, this non-partisan history has a
R judicious, long-range view and a lively, straightforward style. The au-
5-9 thor covers the major figures, British and Colonial, Patriot and Tory,
and the important campaigns and decisive battles. In addition to having
the value of an objective history, the book has the merit of being histori-
cally thoughtful, pointing out that the outcome of a battle often may have
depended on a personality, or a relationship between people, or the sec-
ondary effect of some political manoeuvre. The maps and endmaps are
useful, as are the illustrations; the index is incomplete.
Clarke, Mary Stetson. The Limner's Daughter. Viking, 1967. 256p. Trade ed.
$3.95; Library ed. $3.77 net.
A post-Revolutionary War story. Amity Lyte is sixteen and mother-
Ad less; her father, once a successful portrait painter, has been injured and
6-9 is aloof, helpless, and bitter. Amity works in a Boston factory, then
learns that she has a great-aunt nearby and persuades her father to ac-
cept Aunt Keziah's invitation to live with her in Woburn. Unable to under-
stand the hostility of Woburn residents, Amity is furious when she finds
that they all believe her father to have been a Tory. He is cleared of that
slander during a trial for arson, of which he is also not guilty. The story
has minor love interest; it is adequately written, but is crowded with
characters and small episodes not relevant to the story line; the period
details are interesting, the historical background given minimal attention.
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Colman, Hila. Car-Crazy Girl. Morrow, 1967. 159p. $3.50.
On her seventeenth birthday, Dina receives a new car; she uses her
NR car as one way of escaping from her parents: their drinking, their vague
7-9 or specific criticisms of her behavior, their disapproval of her guitar-
playing boy friend. When the school authorities insist on conservative
dress, Dina rebels; she gets a ticket for speeding; she has a fight with
her boy friend; she drinks and has an accident in which her companion
is killed. Urged by her parents and a lawyer to deny that she had been
drinking, Dina confesses in court and faces a term at a state prison
farm. Although her relationship with her parents is unsatisfactory and
her resentment not wholly unjustified, Dina's hostile behavior seems ir-
rationally motivated, and the series of turgid episodes contrived.
Comay, Joan. Ben-Gurion and the Birth of Israel; illus. with map and photo-
graphs. Random House, 1967. 178p. (Landmark Books) $2.50.
Almost more a history of the development of the State of Israel than
R a biography, although Ben-Gurion's role in building and guiding the coun-
6- try is repeatedly referred to. The author lived and worked in Israel; her
husband was later the Israeli ambassador to the United Nations. The pho-
tographs are interesting, the tone of the book sympathetic but restrained;
the final chapter reviews Jewish history briefly. A list of some impor-
tant dates and an index are appended.
Coon, Martha Sutherland. Georgie's Capital; illus. by Corinne Keyser. Harvey
House, 1967. 205p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.79 net.
A story based on the author's childhood. Georgianna was nine when
Ad the people of South Dakota were voting on which city was to become the
4-5 capital of the new state. Since her father was working hard to see that
Pierre won, Georgie earnestly joined the Pierre-for-capital campaign.
While this is the thread of the plot-line, the book is really simply a rec-
ollection of the way life was in 1889, with emphasis on family life and on
community celebration of holidays. The period details are interesting,
but the characters are rather wooden and the writing style is a bit flat.
Cooper, Margaret. The Great Bone Hunt; illus. by Harold Goodwin. Macmillan,
1967. 58p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.94 net.
As was the author's The Ice Palace (Macmillan, 1966) this is an amus-
R ing story based-as an afterword explains-on real events. The tale is
4-6 told in a blithe, exaggerated style that is echoed by the attractive black
and white illustrations. Once upon a time in an unspecified country, some
enormous bones were discovered and they created a great stir; the bone
finders went to a famous sleuth and he organized a hunt that resulted in
the discovery of so many bones that the sleuth was able to construct a
skeleton for his home museum. The tale is based on the true story of
Peale's construction of a mastodon skeleton in his home-and-museum
in Philadelphia at the end of the eighteenth century.
Curry, Jane Louise. Beneath the Hill; illus. by Imero Gobbato. Harcourt, 1967.
255p. $4.25.
Ad A quite successful blending of realism and fantasy, with a group of
4-6 children (cousins) encountering a small colony of people who dwell with-
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in the mountain. The People had come, many years ago, from Coed y
Dugoed Mawr; searching for one of the Fortunate Isles, they had landed
on the shores of the continent and been welcomed by the Avenaki. Both
The People and the children are apprehensive about the danger that
threatens because of strip-mining; in the end, the children help their
new friends escape, although they know the beautiful caverns beneath
the mountain will be flooded forever. The realistic elements are excel-
lent, with good characterization and dialogue; the fanciful aspects seem
rather complicated and elaborate, but they are faithful to the genre, be-
ing tied to Celtic legend, and the relationship between the two groups of
characters is both sympathetic and a deft solution to the puzzle of the
book: the purpose of the strange key that one of the children has found.
Downer, Marion. Roofs Over America. Lothrop, 1967. 75p. illus. Trade ed.
$3.95; Library ed. $3.70 net.
A handsome book with full-page photographs faced by a spacious page
R with a few paragraphs of comment or explanation. The book is divided
6-10 into four sections: the seventeenth century, the eighteenth, city roofs,
and modern country roofs. The examples are interesting, the text crisp-
ly informative and occasionally subjective. The author discusses the
simple lines of the early roofs, the increasing diversity and decoration
of eighteenth century architecture, the conglomeration of city roofs and
the sterility of many housing projects, and the inventiveness and beauty
in the work of some contemporary architects. A brief list of suggestions
for further reading is appended.
Fall, Thomas. Dandy's Mountain; illus. by Juan Carlos Barberis. Dial, 1967.
200p. $3.95.
Bruce's mother was hospitalized, so his relatives invited him to
R spend the summer with them in the Adirondack country; his cousin
5-7 Dandy (Amanda) was particularly delighted, since they were about the
same age. A fringe delinquent, Bruce was sullen and hostile; he caused
Dandy to have an accident; he irritated his aunt and uncle. It was Dandy
who insisted that Bruce not be sent home, Dandy who insisted that he
needed only time, and Dandy who effected a change in Bruce. Knowing
that he was running away and heading for the mountain where he would
surely get lost, Dandy followed; both children were finally located by an
airplane pilot, and by the time that happened, Bruce had indeed shown
his real mettle, just as Dandy had hoped. The children's experiences are
exciting but quite believable; both of their patterns of actions and atti-
tudes are in character, and the relationships within the larger family
circle are convincingly drawn.
Fyson, J. G. The Three Brothers of Ur; illus. by Victor G. Ambrus. Coward-
McCann, 1967. 254p. $3.95.
Published in England in 1964, this was a runner-up for the Carnegie
R Medal. Set in the ancient world, the story makes vividly real the cultu-
7-9 ral patterns of Sumerian society, particularly the structure of urban
life. Although the story line focuses on the ploys and mishaps of the mis-
chievous youngest son, Haran, and in particular on his concern with re-
placing a religious image he has damaged, the most significant event in
the book is the change in fortune of the oldest son, Shamashazir. Hand-
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somely illustrated, the book has historical interest and significance;
better still, it has excellent pace, characterization, and writing style.
Glubok, Shirley. The Art of the Etruscans; designed by Gerard Nook; special
photography by Alfred H. Tamarin. Harper, 1967. 43p. Trade ed.
$4.50; Library ed. $4.11 net.
Another book in the author's series of descriptions of the art forms
R of an ancient civilization. Dignified in format and beautifully illustrated
4-9 with photographs of art objects, the text is written with great simplicity.
The textual descriptions of objects illustrated give information about
the Etruscan culture as well as specific facts about a statue or a paint-
ing.
Hart, Tony. The Young Letterer; A How-It-Is-Done Book of Lettering. Warne,
1966. 64p. illus. $3.95.
First published in Great Britain, a book about lettering with either
Ad brush or pen, styles of type, and some few suggestions about balance,
7- design, and choice of lettering for effect and appropriateness. The ex-
amples are fully illustrated, the text usually clear; however, on many
pages the combination of type and of illustrative examples crowds the
space, a weakness that is obtrusive because of the subject and purpose
of the book. The examples of styles of type are useful, and the book
contains a good bit of excellent advice about technique, although it pre-
supposes some acquaintance with basic facts.
Hilbert, Peter Paul. Zoo on the First Floor; illus. by Leonard Shortall. Coward-
McCann, 1967. 159p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.29 net.
First published in Germany in 1964, a humorous anecdotal story set
Ad in the Brazilian city of Belem. Chico and his pal Napoleon have been
5-7 hunting for some way to make money, and they are delighted when a zoo
collector commissions them to find and board some jungle creatures.
One of the characters is an old witchwoman who predicts the boys' for-
tune because she can see into the future. Animals, she has said. Since
Chico's family moves into a new apartment, the animals are kept in-
doors. The family is periodically helped by a kindly, lonesome burglar.
If tongue can be kept in cheek, the story is amusing although verging on
slapstick; if it is meant to be realistic, the story is weak.
Hobson, Laura Z. 'I'm Going to Have a Baby!' illus. by May Kirkham. Day,
1967. 39p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.29 net.
A story with dissipated possibilities. The idea of a small boy learn-
M ing the facts about conception, pregnancy, and birth when his mother is
K-2 bearing a second child is excellent; unfortunately it is weakened here as
a story by the note of coyness in the writing, and as an introduction to
sex education by the irrelevant inclusion of stork or cabbage-leaf the-
ories presented by adults. The teacher is too busy to explain, and only
Mommy and Daddy tell Chris (who tells the story) the truth. On the pos-
itive side are the facts that Chris welcomes the advent of the baby, that
he doesn't care whether it is a boy or a girl, and that what coyness the
book has is not in the factual comments by Mommy and Daddy.
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Hoff, Syd. Irving and Me. Harper, 1967. 226p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed.
$3.79 net.
Poor Artie, he wanted to live in Brooklyn forever, but a thirteen-
R year-old has little choice. His parents wanted to move to Florida, and
5-8 that was how Artie met Irving. He had a few problems: girls, bullies,
the youth director of the Community Center, and no dog; and his life
was not eased by the determined companionship of Irving, a boy with a
real flair for doing the wrong thing. Once Artie resigned himself to the
fact that his girl had given her heart to another, and decided to keep a
stray dog, he was willing to admit that Florida wasn't so bad. The story
has a zestful, zany, sometimes sophisticated humor; told by Artie, it is
spontaneous and colloquial; and it is refreshingly casual about being
Jewish and about being an only child. Because of the style and humor,
the book should be enjoyed by many high school readers despite the fact
that the protagonist is only thirteen.
Holl, Adelaide. The Runaway Giant; illus. by Mamoru Funai. Lothrop, 1967.
27p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.35 net.
A situation comedy for the very young, in a picture book illustrated
Ad with clean, spacious pictures of animals, white snow, and bare black
K-2 plants. An excited squirrel sounds the alarm: a giant in the valley!
Roused from hibernation, several animals go, separately, to investigate;
the final triumphant verdict is that the giant has run away. The secret
will be obvious to any young listener who has seen a snow man: each
scout has been seeing one as it has melted away, bit by bit. The humor
is appealing, the use of repetitive dialogue skilfully restrained, and the
slight theme mitigated by being modestly developed rather than over-
extended.
Houston, James. The White Archer; An Eskimo Legend; written and illus. by
James Houston. Harcourt, 1967. 95p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed.
$3.54 net.
Kungo is a young Eskimo whose parents are killed and whose sister
R is taken captive by a band of Indians; determined to get revenge, the boy
5-7 seeks out the remote island where there lives the one man who can teach
him to become a great hunter. Old Ittok, still a great hunter himself,
takes the boy as his son and trains him superbly. When Kungo is grown,
he takes Ittok's great white bow and the new white clothes that Ittok's
wife has made and goes forth to find the Indians. A white wraith against
the snow, Kungo terrorizes the Indians; then he finds his sister, now
married to an Indian, and he must choose between revenge and charity.
The writing is in low key, helping convey the atmosphere of quiet and
Kungo's own years of cold, patient planning; the illustrations are some-
times awkward, but they have vigor and a starkly dramatic quality.
Hiirlimann, Bettina. William Tell and His Son; illus. by Paul Nussbaumer. Har-
court, 1967. 34p. $4.25.
Translated from the German, the story of William Tell's rebellion
Ad against the tyranny of Gessler, the governor sent by the Austrian Em-
3-4 peror to control the Swiss six hundred years ago. The illustrations are
very handsome: some black and white pictures are starkly dramatic,
and the full-color pages are beautiful in design, vigorous and colorful.
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The writing is sedate, in places awkward; the oversize pages and pic-
ture-book appearance are unsuited to the story's vocabulary level and
subject interest.
Iger, Martin. Building a Skyscraper; by Martin and Eve Marie Iger; photographs
by Martin Iger. Scott, 1967. 72p. $4.50.
A lucid and detailed description of the two-year project of building a
R skyscraper, the example used being an actual construction in New York
4-6 City. After a first section that discusses the site and the planning, the
text consists chiefly of photographs with captions of varying lengths. The
illustrations are helpful, there are amplifying diagrams, and the textual
explanations of construction details and equipment are easily under-
standable. A list of terms is appended.
Kavaler, Lucy. Dangerous Air; illus. by Carl Smith. Day, 1967. 143p. $3.95.
"Will we end pollution before it kills us ?" That question precedes the
R title on the book's cover, and the author proceeds to expound convincing-
7- ly and in detail how and why this looms as a possibility. Buildings are
corroded, gases from cars and industrial plants foul the air, animal life
is destroyed by sprays, plants become diseased, humans suffer increas-
ingly from respiratory reactions. There are, Mrs. Kavaler points out,
municipal and federal anti-pollution programs, but the support for such
programs-although growing in strength-has not yet effected measures
stern enough to clear the dangerous air. The book is serious, matter-of-
fact, and alarmingly precise. An index is appended.
Lionni, Leo. Frederick. Pantheon Books, 1967. 27p. illus. $3.50.
All through the summertime, the other field mice worked diligently,
R storing food for the long winter. Frederick sat; he explained that he was
5-7 working, he was "gathering sun rays for the cold dark winter days." He
yrs. gathered words, he gathered colors; and at the close of the long, cold,
grey days Frederick shared with the other mice his colors and words
and sun-warmth when he described the joys of the verdant season. The
gentle, busy mice are charmingly pictured in handsome collage illustra-
tions touched with brightly painted colors; the writing is direct and sim-
ple, and the book closes with Frederick's charming poem ". .. Who
grows the four-leaf closers in June? Who dims the daylight? Who lights
the moon? Four little field mice who live in the sky. Four little field
mice .. . like you and like I. One is the Spring-mouse who turns on the
showers. Then comes the Summer who paints in the flowers. . . ."
Little, Jane. Sneaker Hill; drawings by Nancy Grossman. Atheneum, 1967. 183p.
Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.81 net.
A fanciful story in which two children are led into a series of adven-
Ad tures by an adult's determined efforts to become a witch. Susan always
4-6 enjoyed a visit with her cousin Matthew and his erratic mother, Aunt
Miranda; she didn't expect to be escorted by an owl (assigned to the stu-
dent witch, Aunt Miranda, as a familiar) to a hill wherein lived a group
of little people, the Sneakers. After a series of adventures and skir-
mishes, Matthew and Susan-with the help of the Sneakers and a friendly
rat-escaped safely with Aunt Miranda from the malevolent witches. The
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fantasy is consistent, but the book seems burdened with a plethora of
episodes and contrivances.
Lovett, Margaret. The Great and Terrible Quest. Holt, 1967. 187p. Trade ed.
$3.50; Library ed. $3.27 net.
A romantic adventure story set in England in the days of chivalry,
Ad complete with a wicked Lord Regent, a lost heir to the throne, a knight
6-8 who has lost his memory, and some stock bit players: the kindly wise
woman of the woods, the churlish soldier with a heart of gold, et cetera.
It is a mild triumph of style and pace that the story is, despite the pat-
terned characters and plot, good enough to hold the reader. Trad es-
capes from his cruel grandfather to go off with the wounded knight to
the great City on a hill where the old king lies dying; the small, golden-
haired Trad is disguised as a girl to save him-and his companion-from
the dread clutches of Grandfather and the Lord Regent. Bit by bit, Trad
learns the story of the intrigue and infamy at court; bit by bit, the
knight's memory improves; at the very last moment possible, the weary
knight stumbles through the City gates bearing in his arms the long-lost
heir and undiscovered King, Trad.
Moore, Lamont. The Sculptured Image; The Art of Sculpture as seen in Monu-
ments to Gods, Men, and Ideas; illus. with photographs. Watts, 1967.
100p. $2.65.
A good first book about sculpture, with some three dozen works of
R art illustrated and described by an author experienced in museum edu-
4-9 cation. The sculpture ranges from ancient to modern, with examples
from the east, from Europe, and from the United States. The author dis-
cusses artistic effects and the ways in which they were achieved by the
sculptor, and he explains the distinctive qualities of the examples, re-
lating the art form to purpose, concept, and medium. A list of sculptors
represented in the book and an index are appended.
Morse, Evangeline. Brown Rabbit: Her Story; illus. by David Stone Martin.
Follett, 1967. 188p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.48 net.
Ceretha Jane Brown is almost ten when her parents move from a
Ad southern college town to a northern city where her married sister lives.
4-6 The fact that their apartment is in a run-down building makes some of
the neighborhood children snub Ceretha, whose pet name is "Brown Rab-
bit"; Ceretha finds that her first friend is looked down on because of her
slovenly speech and untidiness. Brown Rabbit enjoys work at school and
recreation at a settlement house; gradually she makes friends and ad-
justs. There are some excellent things about this book: it shows the
stratification and variation within a Negro neighborhood and it shows the
universality of such problems as peer group jealousies, snobbery, and
adaptability. Unfortunately, the writing is so stilted and the Brown fam-
ily so angelic that the whole book has a purposive and contrived air:
Papa and Mama Brown always do the right thing, always are fair and
kind, never miss a chance to be self-righteous in talking to Ceretha;
there is a repeated stress on superficialities (such as Ceretha's newest
dress) and a tendency for Ceretha to be, also, a bit too good to be true:
she gets the solo in the dance audition, is the only one in the class to
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get all "A's," and is eager to participate in everything: Church, scout-
ing, dancing, schoolwork, reading, etc.
Palmer, Mary B. The Dolmop of Dorkling; pictures by Fen H. Lasell. Houghton,
1967. 155p. $3.25.
An engaging fanciful story about an island king, the whimsical humor
R balanced by wry touches of realism or flagrant nonsense. Stafford Dork-
4-7 ling is the only person who believes his grandfather's claim of being re-
lated to a royal family; nobody has ever heard of the island of Dorkling
or of its ruler, the Dolmop. When Grandfather inherits the title, he sends
Staff in his place, and the boy is immediately accepted as the new Dol-
mop and finds himself laden with peculiar royal duties. Like observing
Talk-to-the-Navy-Day or attending National Afternoon Tea following the
opening of the Dorklingtag. Having investigated conditions as requested
by the true Dolmop and having rescued the national treasure, Staff hap-
pily abdicates. The animals talk, entertainingly, the island officials are
comic Gilbert and Sullivan characters, and the plot is only minimally
relevant.
Paradis, Adrian Alexis. The Hungry Years; The Story of the Great American
Depression. Chilton, 1967. 184p. $4.25.
An informative book that not only traces the events of the depression
Ad years, but describes the boom period that preceded and explained it. The
7-10 author discusses in great detail such aspects of the bitter years as un-
employment, banking problems, the plight of the farmer, inadequate
housing, the homeless young, and the relationship between organized la-
bor and the New Deal. The writing is rather heavy in style; the fictional
anecdotes that are interspersed throughout the book serve more to ac-
centuate the style than to alleviate it. A list of suggested readings and
an index are appended.
Provensen, Alice. What Is a Color? by Alice and Martin Provensen. Golden
Press, 1967. 28p. (Big Golden Books) $2.95.
An oversize book that attempts, as several others have done, to iden-
M tify colors by association with familiar-or, unfortunately, not familiar
4-6 enough-objects. Sometimes the identification is straightforward: "Spring
yrs. is green. Leaves on green apple trees are green." Sometimes it is not:
"The greenest thing of anything is being underwater." Sometimes the
text is confusing: "Eyes know what a color is." The rebus technique is
used in the text-but not consistently. Some of the lines are amusing or
evocative, but as a book of color labeling, the text is weak. The illus-
trations, on the other hand, are quite lovely; full-page or double-page
pictures, one for each color, are suffused with humor and vigor.
Ritchie, Jean. From Fair to Fair; Folk Songs of the British Isles; photographs
by George Pickow; piano arrangements by Edward Tripp. Walck, 1966.
95p. $5.95.
Sixteen folk songs of England, Ireland, and Scotland are included in
SpC this collection; the songs are charming. and the photographs are interest-
6- ing and-in some cases-augment the text. Each song is preceded by a
page or two of narrative; it gives some background for the song, but it
is heavily whimsical writing, much of it irrelevant, recounting the pere-
[311
grinations of a mythical Jock. Jock goes from fair to fair, welcomed
everywhere by merry, garrulous folks. Useful for music collections.
Roth, Mary Jane. The Pretender Princess; illus. by Sheila Greenwald. Mor-
row, 1967. 48p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.94 net.
Would one's real parents be so cruel as to send an eight-year-old
Ad girl to her room without dinner? Nc, they wouldn't, Clara decides, and
2-3 that proves she is somebody else; the logical conclusion is that she is a
princess. Thus begins a long phase in Clara's life, a phase in which her
posture improves (weight of imaginary crown) but in which her aloof
royal behavior alienates her peers and irritates her parents. Eventually
Clara gets tired of the whole thing and drops the game with relief. An
appealing theme, and a passable style of writing; the story is a bit over-
extended and seems weakened by the occasional incident in which the
imaginary crown is mentioned as though it were real. "She'd left her
crown in the bushes. She hurried back . .. She put it on, surprised to
feel how heavy it was."
Rukeyser, Muriel. Bubbles; illus. by Jeri Quinn. Harcourt, 1967. 30p. $3.
A rambling, often poetic, text describes the many kinds of bubbles to
M be found in many places, bubbles of glass, soap bubbles, the bubble used
3-4 in instruments or used by insects, bubble domes and bathyscapes, et
cetera. This is not a science book, but it may stimulate the reader's re-
alization of the multiplicity of similar forms in nature and in manufac-
ture. The illustrations are bright and attractive in woman's magazine
style.
Sandoz, Mari. The Christmas of the Phonograph Records; A Recollection; illus.
by James W. Brown. University of Nebraska Press, 1966. 27p. $3.50.
An autobiographical Christmas vignette, posthumously published.
Ad Rather awkwardly illustrated, the story has a great deal of period fla-
7- vor, a quiet and serious style, and the appeal of the setting: a rural
community in Nebraska gathering for a Christmas merrier than usual
because of that marvelous new machine, the phonograph. An intriguing
period piece for the young; a nostalgic litany of old, loved musical fa-
vorites for their parents and grandparents.
Sasek, Miroslav. This Is Texas. Macmillan, 1967. 60p. illus. $3.50.
As were Mr. Sasek's engaging series of books about cities, this is an
Ad oversize book filled with bright and beautifully detailed paintings. The
4-6 text (in big, clear type) consists of captions of varying length; the writ-
ing style has an easy, occasionally flippant, conversational tone. Perhaps
because the book covers an area so large and so diverse, it seems to
have less cohesion than its predecessors and gives almost an effect of
being fragmented.
Schaff, Louise E. Skald of the Vikings; decorations by Patricia Ayearst. Lo-
throp, 1966. 19 2p. $3.50.
Thrain Nikulas was thirteen when he was asked to go as skald, or
R ballad-maker, on a Viking expedition to Vinland; led by Thorfinn Karl-
6-8 sefni, the Vikings sailed from Greenland in 1007, hoping to find the land
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of plenty of which Leif Ericson had told. Landing too far north, they had
a rigorous winter; in their next encampment there was trouble with the
Indians, and Thrain was taken captive. The young skald escaped and
made his way to the coast, where he met his companions and was taken
aboard for the voyage home. The story is convincing, based on the tale
of an actual expedition; most of the events and characters were real,
and the book has historical as well as romantic interest. The writing
style is good, characterization adequate, the pace of the story a bit un-
even.
Selsam, Millicent (Ellis). Milkweed; photographs by Jerome Wexler. Morrow,
1967. 48p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.73 net.
A good first science book, illustrated with clear and attractive photo-
R graphs. The author does not attempt to discuss every aspect of plant
2-4 physiology (there is no mention of photosynthesis or of respiration) but
describes in simple language the growth of a milkweed plant from a
seed, the reproductive parts, pollenation, and distribution. The print is
large, and the photographs often show parts in magnification; the role
of insects is especially clarified by the illustrations, which are also
used to compare the structure of the milkweed flower with a simpler
flower.
Sleigh, Barbara. Jessamy. Bobbs-Merrill, 1967. 246p. $3.95.
When her cousins develop whooping cough just as Jessamy is en
R route to visit them, she has to be sent elsewhere. Elsewhere, in this
4-6 case, turns out to be the home of Miss Brindle, who is caretaker of an
unoccupied house. Poking about the old house, Jessamy becomes in-
trigued with thoughts of the children who once lived there-and suddenly
it is no longer 1966, but 1914, and the Jessamy of today has become the
girl of that name who had once lived in the old house. Aware in each
world of the other, Jessamy moves back and forth in time; at the close
of the story the present Jessamy brings (from her past) a book to an
old man in a hospital, an old man who was one of her companions in her
other world. A most convincing merger of the real and the fanciful, in a
very English setting.
Sperry, Armstrong. Great River, Wide Land; The Rio Grande through History;
illus. by the author. Macmillan, 1967. 216p. $4.50.
From the mountains of southwest Colorado the Rio Grande flows
R through New Mexico and Texas, for over two thousand miles, to the
6-9 Gulf of Mexico. "Its dramatic, blood stained history is a vital part of
our American legacy." says the author, and he documents his state-
ment with a colorful and detailed report of the men and events that
made that history. The Spanish conquistadores, the Indians, the moun-
tain men and cowpokes; the Mexican War, the achievement of statehood,
the birth of the bomb; all of these varied and dramatic episodes and peo-
ple combine to make a fascinating story. A bibliography and an index
are appended.
Stephens, C. A. Grandfather's Broadaxe and Other Stories of a Maine Farm
Family; with illus. by Jerome B. Moriarty. Scott, 1967. 224p. $3.95.
A selection of stories by Mr. Stephens, chosen from several volumes
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R of his writing; all of the anecdotes here are about the author's life on
7-10 his grandfather's farm. Grandfather, after his sons were killed in the
Civil War, took his assorted grandchildren into his home; the book pic-
tures vividly the pranks, chores, and pastimes of a big farm family.
Some of the chapters give episodes in earlier Maine history. The writ-
ing has a slightly old-fashioned, courteous air that is pleasantly appro-
priate for the pure Americana of the setting; the stories are often hu-
morous and there is considerable appeal in the atmosphere of the old
house full of boisterous and busy children.
Stone, A. Harris. Rocks and Rills: A Look at Geology; by A. Harris Stone and
Dale Ingmanson; illus. by Peter P. Plasencia. Prentice-Hall, 1967. 70p.
$3.75.
A book of home experiments for the beginning scientist interested in
R geology; unlike most such books, this one suggests the demonstration
4-7 technique and leaves it to the reader to find out what happens. The ex-
periments illustrate some of the basic processes in geologic change;
for example, several simple ways of checking solubility differences are
suggested, and the relationship between solubility and chemical weather-
ing is pointed out. For the youngest readers some adult help may be re-
quired to define terms or explain techniques. What is NOT pointed out
is the answer to an experiment. A glossary is appended.
Treece, Henry. The Centurion; illus. by Mary Russon. Meredith, 1967. 113p.
$3.95.
A story that begins in 61 A.D., when the Romans had been in Britain
R almost twenty years; for almost thirty years, Drucus Pollio has been a
6-10 centurion with the Ninth Legion. Weary, Drucus looks forward to the
farm and the pension which are his lot and to the peace he expects; he
is, however, caught in the uprising of the tribes, led by Boudicca [more
often Boadiceal and after the fighting is over, he goes back to his home-
stead and takes a Celtic lad as his adopted son. The historical details
lend validity to a tale that would be exciting to read as an adventure
story only, well-paced and tightly constructed.
Tudor, Tasha, ed. Take Joy! The Tasha Tudor Christmas Book; selected, edit-
ed, and illus. by Tasha Tudor. World, 1966. 157 p. Trade ed. $4.95;
Library ed. $4.61 net.
A pleasant selection of Christmas poems and stories, brief descrip-
Ad tions of legends and customs, some Christmas carols (words and music,
5-8 very simply arranged) and a section called "Tasha Tudor's Christmas,"
which describes some of the traditional activities observed by the au-
thor's family and which includes some Christmas recipes. The book is
profusely illustrated with softly sentimental pictures in black and white
or in subdued colors. An index is appended.
Ungerer, Tomi. Zeralda's Ogre. Harper, 1967. 28p. illus. Trade ed. $3.95;
Library ed. $3.79 net.
An oversize book with entertaining illustrations and a tongue-in-
R cheek fairy tale. An ever-hungry ogre ravaged a village, preying on the
K-2 children who were-naturally-his favorite food. In the forest lived the
golden-haired Zeralda, a gourmet cook; when Zeralda met the hungry
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ogre, she cooked him so superb a meal that he hired her on the spot,
gave up eating children, and settled down, a changed ogre. In fact, Ze-
ralda grew up and married him and they lived happily ever after. The
illustrations have a wry humor; the first picture of Zeralda, for exam-
ple, shows an idyllic clearing in the forest: a little cottage, a quaint
well, a host of madly amiable animals, fruit and flowers growing pret-
tily, and in the middle of it all, sweet Zeralda beaming at her goat.
Wahl, Jan. Christmas in the Forest; pictures by Eleanor Schick. Macmillan,
1967. 27p. $3.50.
A slight story about a group of animals on the night of Christmas
NR Eve; the soft illustrations and the text combine to give an effect of gen-
K-2 tleness, but the plot is weak and the fantasy unconvincing. An elephant
brings a fir tree "from far away" and a cardinal carries the news
through the forest, "The fir is here. The fir is here." The animals walk
together, guided by bats who whistle soft carols. It is hushed in the for-
est; the kangaroos pick cones to hang on branches, and the tiger strings
berries. After the tree is decorated and the candles lit, a golden glitter
flashes and the animals make a wish. "The beautiful fir stood flickering
all night." The story closes, "And they danced - they danced - they
danced until it was light of morning."
Watts, Franklin. Let's Find Out About Christmas; pictures by Mary Ronin.
Watts, 1967. 39p. Trade ed. $2.65; Library ed. $1.98 net.
Some information about Christmas is given in a stilted text that cov-
NR ers the birth of Christ, the celebration of that birth, the customs of gift-
1-3 giving and tree-trimming, Santa Claus, holly, gifts for the needy, et cet-
era. The purpose of the book seems unclear, since almost any child old
enough to read the book independently will know, especially if he is a
Christian, most of the simple facts provided. For the child who is nei-
ther Christian nor familiar with origin and observance of the holiday,
the coverage seems quite superficial. The illustrations are of pedestrian
calibre, and the use of only red and green has resulted in some pictures
that show red-faced children, presumably Negro.
Wildsmith, Brian. Brian Wildsmith's Birds. Watts, 1967. 29p. $4.95.
Beautiful, beautiful. Brian Wildsmith has painted a series of pictures
R of birds-not single birds, but groups of birds. A wedge of swans, a
4-6 siege of bitterns, a walk of snipe. The pages are sometimes crammed
with jewel-tone colors, but some are even more effective in showing the
birds as a frieze against an almost-monotone background. The humor
will appeal to those readers who enjoyed Merriam's A Gaggle of Geese
(Knopf, 1960) in which there are many more terms.
Wilson, Amy V. A Nurse in the Yukon; illus. with photographs and a map. Dodd,
1966. 209p. $4.
A posthumous publication, this book was written by an Indian Affairs
R nurse in British Columbia. It is a rambling, fascinating collection of
6-10 anecdotes about the hazards of travel in the bitterly cold and remote
country, the medical problems and the brink-of-death rescues or cures,
and about some of Nurse Wilson's personal experiences-such as partic-
ipating in the Yukon sweepstakes, based on the spring break-up of the
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ice. The style is a bit sedate; the anecdotes are occasionally funny, often
intensely dramatic, and always absorbing when they are not slowed by
the author's penchant for geographical details.
Woolley, Catherine. Ginnie and the Wedding Bells; illus. by Paul Frame. Mor-
row, 1967. 187p. $3.25.
Invited to be a junior bridesmaid at a cousin's wedding, Ginnie is
M heartsick when she gets a black eye after being hit by a hard-packed
4-6 snowball. Unhappily, she writes the bride that she will come just as a
guest; resigned to that, she begins to anticipate the occasion itself, but
one mishap after another makes it appear that Ginnie's family will nev-
er get to Nantucket. The cat disappears, Ginnie gets a virus infection,
the decorators show up, Cousin Jessie loses a false tooth, the original
flight is canceled, et cetera. Because an older bridesmaid hurts her
ankle, Ginnie does-at the last moment-become part of the wedding
party. The pleasant family relationships and comfortable small realis-
tic incidents may appeal to readers of previous books about Ginnie, but
the compilation of obstacles and apprehensions reaches a saturation
point that slows the story.
Yolen, Jane H. Isabel's Noel; illus. by Arnold Roth. Funk and Wagnalls, 1967.
28p. $2.95.
Poor Isabel, too young to be an accomplished spell-caster; and she
Ad didn't even look like a witch, with her curly hair and blue eyes. One
4-7 night to go, and she had nothing for her mother's or her grandmother's
yrs. Christmas present, so she cast a spell; rather, she miscast a spell and
Santa Claus magically appeared in her grandmother's cauldron of lizard
soup. He had to get back, he announced, so Isabel tried her worst to con-
jure him home. Finally she thought of attaching the sleigh to her broom-
stick, and off they went to the North Pole. Next morning she came back
with her presents: Witch Hazel for Grandma and Vanishing Cream for
mother. The illustrations have a grotesque humor; the story has the
double appeals of the Christmas theme and the reversal-humor children
enjoy, such as Mother's admonition to Isabel, as she gets ready to fly
away, to "go inside and dirty up first."
York, Carol Beach. The Christmas Dolls; illus. by Victoria de Larrea. Watts,
1967. 100p. $3.50.
A second story about the Good Day Orphange for Girls, presided over
Ad by the pink, plump Miss Lavender and the tall, spare, grey Miss Plum.
4-6 One of the orphans, Tatty, spies two left-over dolls when the ladies have
finished their Christmas wrapping; the rag doll has been deemed not
good enough and the other doll has her head on backward. Only Tatty can
understand the dolls, who of course are perfectly able to converse with
each other. On Christmas Eve, Tatty takes the two outcasts to a toyshop
for repairs, gets lost and runs into the dour Mr. Not So Much (a penny-
pinching member of the Board of Directors). Wonder of wonders, he not
only carries Tatty home, but stays to watch the Christmas program. The
story is certainly sentimental and in the adult characters it is patterned,
but there is no pathos and there is both good humor and good dialogue.
It's awfully hard to beat the combined appeals of Christmas, dolls, and
charming orphans.
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